
  

Ten Excellent Reasons to Vote 
NO on R 

 
 

1. Measure R means “Pay to Play” in Berkeley—
Ante $25,000. 
 
It’s not what it seems. It’s the big developers’ dreams. 
Chicago billionaire and Berkeley big developer Sam Zell 
paid $25,000 for the Yes on R mailer. 
See: http://baha-news.blogspot.com/2010/10/sierra-club-
yes-on-r-mailer-financed-by.html 
 
2. Measure R has 23 references to “Green” in 
less than 3 pages! It’s beyond Greenwashing—
it’s Green Swamping. Why? 
 
Simply to attempt to fool the environmentally conscious 
Berkeley voters into thinking that this dream of big 
developers is somehow, some way, related to the Berkeley 
climate action plan, which it is not. 
 
3. Measure R is specifically written to promote 
out-of-scale development. 
  
It significantly raises the allowable height of new 
downtown buildings, permitting new 17-story, 180-foot 
towers—as tall as the Great Western Building—with no 
enforceable environmental requirements or community 
benefits. 
 
4. Measure R’s real purpose is to build $750,000 
to over $1 million condos in these 17-story 
buildings. 
 
The so-called “feasibility study” paid for by the City to 
“justify” the towers from floors 7 to 17 that are priced 
from $750,000 to $1,050,000! 
 
5. Measure R threatens neighborhoods. 
 
Measure R designates a hugely expanded “Downtown” to 
include existing residential areas, while allowing outsized 
development to seriously impact surrounding 
neighborhoods. 



  

6. Measure R contains anti-preservation 
provisions of Measure LL that Berkeley voters 
defeated in November 2008. 
 
By expediting demolition of historic buildings, Measure R 
threatens to destroy real affordable housing, increase 
greenhouse gas, and send tons of demolition debris to 
landfills. The Berkeley Architectural Heritage Association 
(BAHA) strongly opposes Measure R. 
 
7. Measure R, supposedly a “vision” for the 
downtown, very strangely never mentions the 
University of California, the largest landowner 
in the Downtown. 
 
Why doesn’t it? 
 
8. Measure R offers nothing tangible for 
Berkeley citizens and the Downtown in terms of 
benefits and a better downtown.  
 
No—it’s not a green vision –it’s a green mirage. Its 
purpose is to give the Council maximum discretion to 
minimize any benefits coming from big developers. 
 
9. Measure R is largely window dressing and 
will not establish a welcoming downtown with 
plazas and open space. 
 
The promise of plazas and open space are come-ons and 
window-dressing for permitting the 17-story towers and 
also devastating historic protections. 
 
10. The defeat of Measure R, a non-plan, will 
actually expedite a real downtown plan. 
 
The defeat of R will tell the Council to quit pushing 17-
story buildings and gutting landmarks protection and 
pass a real plan. 
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