
 
 
October 4, 2013 
 
Emily Marthinsen 
Assistant Vice Chancellor, Physical and Environmental Planning 
Capital Projects 
University of California, Berkeley 
300 A&E Building 
Berkeley, CA 94720-1382 
 
Re: Jacobs Hall 
 
Dear Ms. Marthinsen: 
 
The Berkeley Architectural Heritage Association (BAHA) wishes to register its 
concern over the proposed Jacobs Hall project at Ridge Road and Le Roy 
Avenue. 
 
When John Galen Howard designed the Drawing Building (now Blum Hall) in 
1913, he made it visually compatible with the residential neighborhood across 
Hearst Avenue. Subsequent UC development along Hearst Avenue has not been 
nearly as successful. Both Etcheverry Hall (1966) and Soda Hall (1994) are alien 
intruders in Daley’s Scenic Park and diminish the tract’s historic character. 
 
Ironically, Blum Hall, located on the campus proper, is now beautifully restored 
and connected to a modern companion building that sets it off in a sensitive way. 
Meanwhile, on Ridge Road, a third UC building is planned that bears little 
relation to the surrounding historic resources. 
 
Directly across the street from the Jacobs Hall site are the following historic 
resources, listed counterclockwise from east to west: 
 

• Cloyne Court, 2600 Ridge Road (John Galen Howard, 1904)—three 
stories, clad in brown shingles. National Register of Historic Places. 

• “Allenoke”-Allen Freeman House, 1777 Le Roy Avenue (Ernest Coxhead, 
1903)—two stories, clad in clinker brick. City of Berkeley Landmark. 

• Annie’s Oak, Le Roy Avenue. City of Berkeley Landmark. 
• Caroline Blossom House, 1780 Le Roy Avenue (F.E. Armstrong, 1904)—

two stories + developed attic, clad in shingles. 
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• Freeman Carriage House (Clarence Tantau, 1919) & Sibley Apartments 
(John F. Pruyn, 1949), 2533 Ridge Road—two stories, clad in clinker brick 
and redwood/stucco, respectively. 

• North Gables, 2531 Ridge Road (1892)—two stories, clad in shingles and 
horizontal wood siding. 

• Slocum Hotel (now Stebbins Hall), 2527 Ridge Road (A.H. Nunemacher, 
1927)—three stories, clad in stucco. 

• Treehaven Apartments, 2525 Ridge Road (George W. Patton, 1909)—four 
stories, clad in stucco. SHRI. 

 
The short block of Le Roy Avenue between Ridge Road and Le Conte Avenue 
faces directly onto Soda Hall and the plot destined for Jacobs Hall. This block is 
one of the most architecturally important in Berkeley, containing four unique 
designated landmarks. In addition to the resources mentioned above, the block 
includes the Frederick C. Maurer House (F.E. Armstrong, 1905), the Oscar 
Maurer Studio (Bernard Maybeck, 1907), and the Volney D. Moody House, 
“Weltevreden” (A.C. Schweinfurth, 1896). The latter two are City of Berkeley 
Landmarks. 
 
BAHA’s concerns are summarized below: 
 

• As currently designed, the Ridge Road façade of Jacobs Hall looks highly 
institutional and neighborhood-unfriendly. The proposed fiber-cement 
rain-screen cladding material adds to the alienating institutional look. We 
strongly recommend that a more neighborhood-friendly cladding material 
be considered. The new wing of the Blum Center is a good example of a 
modern building successfully coexisting with its historic neighbor. 

• The proposed 15-foot-high metal fence along Le Roy Avenue is a most 
unfortunate element that draws a hard line between campus and 
neighborhood. We must not forget that the Soda-Etcheverry-Jacobs block 
is not part of the original campus but an annex intruding into the historic 
neighborhood. UC should make every effort to keep the town-gown 
boundary as little noticeable as possible. 

• The proposed removal of the redwood trees that currently screen Soda 
Hall from Ridge Road will make the UC buildings even more intrusive. It 
is hoped that new plantings will provide an appropriate softening effect to 
lessen the shock of in-your-face institutionalism. 
 

We would like to be kept apprised of developments as this project moves 
forward. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Susan D. Cerny 
Corporate Secretary 


