











IN MEMORIAM: GIBBS SMITH

By Mark Anthony Wilson

HE MOTTO of the publishing house founded by
Gibbs Smith in 1969 said it all:

To Enrich and Inspire Humankind.

Gibbs Morgan Smith died on October 28, 2017 at the
age of 77,in Ogden, Utah. He was one of the last mem-
bers of a rare and vanishing breed: a publisher who
maintained a personal touch with writers, and believed
in giving new writers the opportunity to produce well-
written and beautifully illustrated books on subjects
ranging from architecture, to interior design, to na-
ture’s beauty, to cooking and children’s books. During
his 48 years as head of Gibbs Smith Publishing, his
company published nearly 2,500 titles, of which over
640 remain in print today.

Gibbs was born in Oakland in 1940. His family moved
to Utah in 1947, and he got a BS and MS in history
from the University of Utah, and then did graduate
work on history and architecture at UC-Santa Barbara.
His master’s thesis on labor activist Joe Hill was pub-
lished as a book, and was later the basis for a movie.
He and wife Catherine launched Peregrine-Smith Pub-
lishing in Santa Barbara, then moved the company to
Utah in 1972. Gibbs was also a painter, and his oil
paintings of book stores around the world graced the
covers of the company’s catalogs. He loved train trips,
and enjoyed hiking on nature trails with fellow Sier-
ra Club members all over the United States. One of
Gibbs’ dreams was to found a writers’ retreat in the

red rock country of Utah, and this project is now under
construction in Zion National Park.

Gibbs also had a strong connection to the Bay Area.
He made frequent trips to the East Bay to meet with
local writers, and he maintained an apartment in the
Berkeley City Club where he stayed when he was in
town. He was often to be found at BAHA’s office on
Durant Avenue, doing research and talking with staff
about local history.Whenever a new book by a Bay
Area author was released by his company, he would
offer to treat the author and photographer to a superb
lunch at the Berkeley City Club to celebrate.

I first got to know Gibbs in 2005, when he met with
me to ask if Id be interested in “writing the definitive
book on Julia Morgan.” It was an honor to be asked to
carry out such an important task, and an inspiration to
hear him talk with such passion about Julia Morgan’s
legacy, which was something I’d been passionate
about since I'd first seen her buildings as an under-
graduate at UC-Berkeley in the early 1970s. After that
book was published in 2007, Gibbs took a personal
role in getting his editorial board to agree to publish
two more proposals I sent him, on Bernard Maybeck
and Frank Lloyd Wright. In the meantime, he asked
longtime BAHA member Susan Cerny to research and
write the comprehensive volume, An Architectural
Guide to San Francisco and the Bay Area, which was
published in 2007, and remains the only authoritative

guide book on historic buildings throughout the
Bay Area.

Gibbs Smith’s rare combination of warmth, pas-
sion and personal commitment to the projects he
supported and the authors he worked with made
his publishing legacy one that is treasured by
all who knew him. His presence will be sorely
missed in an industry that is increasingly con-
cerned with fleeting trends in the market, so-
called “star power,” and financial spread sheets.
Gibbs understood that an appreciation of the
arts, history, and world cultures enriched all our
lives, and that these were timeless values that

Gibbs Smith. Courtesy Gibbs Smith (publishing house).

deserved to be promoted by publishers.



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
BAHA welcomes the following people who have
Joined BAHA since the last Newsletter went out.

Philip Allen Ann Plant
Sherry & Jack Delo Caroline Purves
Sally Dorfman William Roberts
Jeff Gallup Kieron Slaughter

Kelly Hammargren
Lisa Houston

Denise Taylor
CONTRIBUTING

Emily Elizabeth Jones Mahnaz Khazen
Sue & Nick Jones Sally Miller
Kathleen McDougall ~ Honorary
Mark Pettigrew Sasha Berleman

AND RENEWED MEMBERS:
Susan & Jim Acquistapace, Jane Alexiades, Annalee Allen, Judy &
Gary Amado, Daina Apple, Pam Atkinson, Leslie Avant,

Eleanor Bade, Julia Bader, Andrew Baker & Laurie Case, Eric Baker,
Bancroft Library, David Bank, Jane Barrett & Morton McDonald,
Nina Barton, Joan Finton Baumrind, Arlene Baxter & David Mo-
stardi, Jonathan Beck, Sally Beck, Diana & Frank Beer, Don Bell,
Beverly Bense, Jennie Best & Richard Park, Steve Binder & Barbara
Anscher, Priscilla Birge, Alice & Bruce Bishop, Sarah Bishop, Eric
Bjerkholt, Annamaria Blower, Stephen Born, Mr. & Mrs. David Brad-
ford, Fadhilla Bradley, Randal Brandt, Carol Breslin, Robert Breuer,
Kay Bristol, Robert Brokl & Alfred Crofts, Zelda Bronstein, Michael
L.Brown & Harold F. King, Jr., Rob Browning & Linda Maio, Antho-
ny Bruce, Lisa Bruce, Charles Bucher, Christopher Buckley, Stafford

IN MEMORIAM
Paul Grunland  Nicholas T. Prepouses

Helen Lore Ann Reid Slaby
Tom McAlone Gibbs M. Smith
Marcia Morgan Ladonna Stoppel
Ariel Parkinson Alex Zwerdling

| You ean join BAHA —

NAME

Buckley, Georg Buechi, Mary Burkhard,

Nancy Callahan, Fran Cappelletti, Joanne Carder,
Steve Carlson, Patricia Carroll, Jeanine Castello-
Lin, Ann Maria Celona, Rebecca Chambers, Carolyn
Chapin, Fran Chiappetta, Haideh & Jeffrey Chew, Lisa
& Tony Ciani, Karen Cilman, Jay Claiborne, Court-
ney Clarkson, Marilyn & Jack Clifton, Barbara Coats,
Murray Cohen, Steven Cohen, Celia Concus, Chris
Cook, Jerry Cooper & Carol Bier, James Corbett,
Rosemary Corbin, Larry Cotter, Janice Craik, Tina &
Travis Crawford, Elizabeth Crews, Renate Crocker,
Lynn Crosby, Patricia Cullinan, Maria Curtis, Lincoln
Cushing & Nina Robinson,

Tom Dalzell, Harry Delmer & Deborah Hecht, Rajiv
Dholakia, Amy di Costanzo, Francine di Palma, Leslie
Dixon & Tom Ropelewski, Doe Library, Riley Doty,
Steven Douglas, Ken Duffy, Katherine B. Dunlap,
Leslie Easterday, Merle Easton, Patricia Edwards, Syl-
via Egan, Joan Embree, Richard Engle, John English,
Jacque Ensign, S. Entwistle, Cindy & Dan Erceg, Vir-
gina Erck, Fred Etzel, Karen Euston,

Anita Feder-Chernila, Tamoko & John Ferrari, Janet
Ferreira, Anne Feste, Richard Finch, Mary Ellen Fine,
Harriet Finkelstein, Jim Fisher, Bruce Fodiman, Trudy
Forte, Jennifer Fortson, Suzanne Fox, Nancy Francis,
Rocky Francis, Margaret Freeman, Glenda Freberg,
Beverlee French & Craig Rice, Judith H. Frisk,

Carol Gamble & Russ Richards, Gale Garcia, Robert
Geering, Theresa Gerritz, Elizabeth Giarratana, Judith
Glass, Jean Gold, Tanya Goldsmith, Susan Goldstein,
Foster Goldstrom, Bob Gomez, Evelyn B. Goodman,
Jane Goodwin, Diane & John Gossard, Gretchen &
Dick Grant, Kelli Green, Gretchen & Thomas Gris-
wold, Bill Grove, Dian Grueneich, Peggy & Paul
Grunland, John Gussman,

Eric Haesloop, Bryan Haggerty, Ellen Hahn, Bron-
wyn Hall, Marygracia Hall, Elaine & William Halnan,
Daryl Halverson, Katherine Hamburger, Toni Hanna,
Ann Harlow, Mark Harpainter, Jeanne Harrah-John-
son, Kate Harrison, George Harter, Carolyn & Larry
Hartsough, Holly Haugh, Jane Headley, Harvey Hel-
fand, Becky Hemann, Louise Hendry, Paul Henning,
Richard Herr, Randi Herman, Dixie Hersh, Fred Hertz
& Ran Langenbach, Harry Hicks, Douglas Hill, Jane
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Hoberman, Jerri Holan, Scott Holderer & Roger McCla-
nahan, Rosalie Holtz, Barbara Holzrichter, Inge Horton,
Lucia Howard, Nina Hufford, Sally Hughes, Paula Hugh-
manick & Steven Berger, Marion & Jeff Hunt, Rainer
Hurst, Kathleen Hutchinson,

Ira Jacknis, Donatas Januta, Jason Kaldis Architect,
Madeline & Bill Jay, Barbara & David Johnson, Dan
Johnson, Heidi Johnson, Janet Johnson, Raymond John-
ston, Kathleen Kahn, Patricia Kates, Michael Katz, Joel
Kaufman & Susan Blake, Judith Kays, Diana & Robert
Kehlmann, Stuart Kelman, Carland & Lee Kempf, Joseph
Kewekordes, Bonnie J. Killip, Knapp Architects, Sara P.
Knight, Anne & Stuart Knowles, Lisa Kolbeck, Jill Korte,
Thomas Krem, Susan & Michael Kreps, Deborah & Alan
Kropp, Pansy Kwong

Mary Lamprech, Robert Lane, Stephen Laner, Donald Lar-
sen, Laura Latt, Kenn Lee, Marsha Lehmer, Leimkuhler-
Wilk Family, Dan Lieberman & Miran Choi.

CONTRIBUTING

Nancy & Bayard Allmond, Jeffrey D. Angell, Dmitri
Belser & Tom White, Ann & Patrick Buechner, Christa
Burgoyne, Nancy Clark, Kim & Kazumi Cranney, Burton
Peck Edwards, Ted Feldsher & Sally McLaughlin, K.D.
Fisher, Dr. Sarah Gill, Blake Gilmore, John Gordon &
Janis Mitchell, Trish & Tony Hawthorne, Caitlin & Mi-
chael Hibma, Faye Keogh, Ann Killebrew, Juliet Lamont,
Robert Marsh, George McCord, Michael McCutcheon,
Julie Nachtwey, Mary Lee Noonan, Valorie Olsen, Terry
Pedersen, George Petty, Richard Rahm, Kent Rasmussen
& Celia Ramsay, Elsie Revenaugh, Paul T. Roberts, Lou-
ise Adler Sampson, Joan & Ron Sipherd, Sally & Bernard
Sklar, David J. Snippen, Molly Sullivan & Philip Monrad,
Marion Taylor, Susan Taylor & Bob Fabry.

SUSTAINING
Margaret Anderson & James Sheehan, Eunice M. Childs,
William Clemens, Carina & James Grandison, Michael
Gray & Eileen Murphy, Joan K. & Donald Mastronarde,
Mara Melandry, Jean & Roger Moss, Kathryn & John Par-
mar, Judy & Fred Porta, Jean K. Reilly, Marjorie & Ken
Sauer, David S. Winkler.

PATRON
Patricia V. Angell, David Bigham & Howard Arendtson,
Lorna & Warren Byrne, Bob Norton, Paul Templeton.

— —
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| |:|I want to

E-MAIL

ZIP

| be ACTIVE!

Special interests
| or talents:

[] $35 Individual

Right to cast 1 vote per
election. Receipt of quarterly
Newsletter. Member discount
on 2 tickets to spring House
Tour. Discount on most books
bought through BAHA.

[] $50 Household

Right to cast 2 votes per elec-
tion. Receipt of quarterly
Newsletter. Member discount
on 4 tickets to spring House
Tour. Discount on most books
bought through BAHA.

[ ] $100 Contributing

Same benefits as Individual
and Household categories, plus
member discount on 6 tickets
to spring House Tour.

[] $250 Sustaining

Same benefits as Contribut-
ing, plus member discount on 8
tickets to spring House Tour.

You may now join BAHA
over the Internet! Go to
the BAHA Website at this

[] $500 Patron |

Same benefits as Contributing,
plus member discount on 10
tickets to spring House Tour.

[] $1000 Benefactor

Same benefits as Contributing,
plus member discount on all
tickets to spring House Tour.

[]$15 Student/Low-Income

Same benefits as Individual and
Household categories.

address: http://www.berkeleyheritage.com/membership.html

— — — — —



The Maybeck family. Tour-goers at the main Library. Children in Ocean View.

Weekend afternoons in February and March from 1 to 3 o’clock
We revive the old tradition of BAHA walking tours with a series of four winter walks led by expert lo-
cal guides exploring lesser-known aspects of Berkeley'’s historical and architectural heritage. Current
preservation efforts will also be discussed. Each tour: $12 members, $15 general. Reservations required
as space is limited. Tickets may be purchased on the BAHA website: berkeleyheritage.com, or by mail at
BAHA, P.O. Box 1137, Berkeley 94701. An e-mail notice of the starting points will be sent by BAHA.

* SUNDAY, FEB 18 — BERKELEY DECO AND MODERNE led by Steven Finacom
Berkeley is not commonly known as a center of Art Deco architecture, but many fine buildings designed
in the cutting-edge styles of the 1930s and 40s are concentrated downtown and on the University campus.
The walk will visit most of these buildings, including what was once the largest academic building in the
world, Berkeley’s near-forgotten downtown bus station, and Berkeley’s narrowest commercial building.
There may even be a look inside our finest movie palace. SOLD OUT.

* SUNDAY, MAR 4 —UNKNOWN SOUTH SHATTUCK led by Steven Finacom

People may speed through Berkeley’s South Shattuck district regarding it only as Berkeley’s “auto row,”
but it is actually a fascinating neighborhood that includes rare 19th-century buildings; reminders of the
railroads; pleasant tree-lined residential blocks of handsome bungalows, Victorians, and Colonial Revival
homes; two magnificent Moderne buildings built as Berkeley’s indoor recreation hubs; and the site of
Berkeley’s early traveling circus grounds. We will sample the rich history of the blocks south of Dwight

between Fulton and Martin Luther King, Jr. Way.
* SUNDAY, MAR18 — THE BERRYMAN NEIGHBORHOOD Ied by Carrie Olson

Browse one of North Berkeley’s most eclectic early residential districts west of the Gourmet Ghetto and
near Martin Luther King, Jr. Junior High School, guided by a neighborhood native. Historic and
architecturally interesting houses abound on quiet side streets. The walk route includes the early home of
the Maybeck family, Victorians and brown-shingles, the Edible Schoolyard, two hidden creeks, and even
two of Berkeley’s oldest automobile service stations.

* SATURDAY, MAR 31 — BERKELEY’S SHELLMOUND HERITAGE led by Stephanie Manning
Explore the Bay Area’s oldest residential neighborhood —the vicinity of the west Berkeley Shellmound —
where locals were living more than four thousand years ago. Learn about the ancient “pre-contact™ history
of this neighborhood and the modern movement to reclaim the native heritage of this district. See buildings
saved from the early neighborhood of Ocean View where Berkeley’s post-Gold Rush settlement started.
This is also where Berkeley’s modern preservation movement was born a half century ago as residents and
activists fought to preserve Ocean View from redevelopment into a warehouse district.




